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WE GATHER IN GOD'S PRESENCE

Prelude

“Good" Josh Carter

Worship Song

Way Maker Egbu

Verse 1 Verse 3

You are here moving in our midst You are here turning lives around

I worship You | worship You I worship You | worship You

You are here working in this place You are here mending ev'ry heart

| worship You | worship You | worship You yeah | worship You Lord

Chorus Tag

(You are) Way Maker Miracle Worker Promise Keeper That is who You are

Light in the darkness my God that is who You are That is who You are

Verse 2 That is who You are

You are here touching ev'ry heart That is who You are

[ worship You | worship You Bridge

You are here healing ev'ry heart Even when | don't see it You're working

| worship You | worship You Even when | don't feel it You're working

You never stop You never stop working
You never stop You never stop working

Confession

P:  Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Refrain

Lay it all down, Lay it all down
Lay it all down, Lay it all down
At the feet of Jesus
At the feet of Jesus

Trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit to unite this broken world, let us pray for the needs of all
creation, kneeling, sitting, or standing as you are able.



Triune God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Strengthen our inner being,
root us deeply in Your love, and open our hearts to the knowledge of Your will. Revive our passion
for You, and keep us steadfast in faith as we go out into the world to live out your calling in our lives.
Triune God, send your Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among nations.
Bring peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to work for justice, and guard
those serving in the armed forces. And we sing...

Refrain

Triune God, send your Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food for those
who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or bereaved, comfort
those who are sick or suffering, and answer all who call upon your name, especially those on our
congregational prayer list and those we name aloud at this time...

(We now invite you to speak aloud the names of those for whom you are praying.)

Triune God, send your Holy Spirit to lift up our brothers and sisters around the world and the
greater Charlotte/ Matthews area who are struggling with hunger and malnutrition. You have
provided an abundance on this earth, yet so many go to sleep with empty stomachs. Bless the
ministry of Common Heart and the food drive that we are hosting.

Triune God, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. We sing our Amen.

Refrain

(Children may head out for C&C Kids) & This Week's Story: The Holy Trinity

Sharing of the Peace D S Icebreaker Question: Who is the funniest
. . KUDE person you know?

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. Pre- though 3 Gre

C: And also with you.

Welcome Home and Announcements (See back page for additional announcements.)

THE WORD

Matthew 28:16-20

"®Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. ' And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. *Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit ®and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

L:  The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.




Matthew 13:1-23
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. s Other seeds
fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they
had no depth of soil. s But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root,
they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. &
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. ¢If you have ears, hear!”
10 Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11He
answered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them
it has not been given. 12For to those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 13 The
reason | speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not
listen, nor do they understand.’ 14 With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says:
"You will indeed listen but never understand,
and you will indeed look but never perceive.

1sFor this people’s heart has grown dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes,
so that they might not look with their eyes,
and hear with their ears

and understand with their heart and turn—
and | would heal them.’
16"But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 Truly | tell you, many
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it and to hear what
you hear but did not hear it. 18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground,

this is the one who hears the wcgd and 'mmedi?t%/ rec?ives it with 'ox, .
21yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when 'trouble or persecution

arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 2 As for what was sown

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 2sBut as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one

who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."”

P:  The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please be seated)

Sermon Pastor Matt Simpkins



THANKSGIVING

Anthem
Surely the Presence of the Lord Is in This Place

Wolfe

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; | can feel his mighty power and his grace. | can
hear the brush of angel's wings, | see glory on each face; surely the presence of the Lord is in this

place.

Christ beside me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, king of my heart; Christ within me, Christ

below me, Christ above me, never to part.

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; | can feel his mighty power and his grace.

| can hear the brush of angel's wings, | see glory on each face; surely the presence, surely the

presence of the Lord is in this place, is in this place.

Offertory Hymn
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Hillert



Statement of Belief

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God's
only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day,
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he wiill
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

COMMUNION

Come to the Table-- Everyone’s Invited!

Holy Communion is a celebration of Christ’s love, shared through His body and blood. If you're hungry for His
presence, this meal is for you! We commune by taking a piece of bread and dipping it into wine or grape juice.
Need grape juice or gluten-free options? No problem—the assistant will gladly help you out. Kids are welcome,
too! Just let the assistant know if your child will be receiving Communion or would prefer a special blessing. We're
so glad you're here—let's share this joyful moment together!

Words of Institution
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven Our Father, who is of heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, Holy is your name
thy will be done, Your kingdom come
on earth as it is in heaven. Your will be done
Give us this day our daily bread. On earth as it is in heaven
And forgive us our trespasses, Give us today our daily bread
As we forgive those who OR And forgive us our trespasses
trespass against us. As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation, And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. and deliver us from evil
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, For yours is the kingdom
and the glory, And the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen. now and forever, Amen.
Welcome to the Table

P:  Come now and feast on the gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.



(Please be seated)
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Distribution of Holy Communion
Communion Song
Come to the Table
Verse 1

We all start on the outside

The outside looking in

This is where grace begins

We were hungry we were thirsty

With nothing left to give

Oh the shape that we were in
Pre-Chorus

Just when all hope seemed lost

Love opened the door for us

Chorus

(He said) come to the table

Come join the sinners who have been redeemed
Take your place beside the Savior

Sit down and be set free

(Come to the table)

Verse 2

Come meet this motley crew of misfits
These liars and these thieves

There's no one unwelcome here

So that sin and shame that you've brought with you
You can leave it at the door

And let mercy draw you near

McDonald, Frey, Glover
Bridge
To the thief and to the doubter
To the hero and the coward
To the pris'ner and the soldier
To the young and to the older
All who hunger all who thirst
All the last and all the first
All the paupers and the princes
All who've failed you've been forgiven
All who dream and all who suffer
All who've loved and lost another
All the chained and all the free
All who follow all who lead
Anyone who's been let down
All the lost you have been found
All who've been labeled right or wrong
To ev'ryone who hears this song
Ending
Woah sit down and be set free
Come to the table
Come to the table
Just sit down and rest awhile
Just sit down and rest awhile
Come to the table



The Blessing

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in God's grace.

C: Amen.

Benediction

P:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, # one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

C: Amen.

Sending Song

Old Church Choir

Verse 1

There's revival and it's spreading

Like a wildfire in my heart

A Sunday morning hallelujah

And it's lasting all week long

Can you hear it

Can you feel it

It's the rhythm of a gospel song

Oh once you choose it you can't lose it
Pre-Chorus

(Oh 'cause) There ain't nothing

There ain't nothing gonna steal my joy
Chorus

I've got an old church choir singing in my soul
I've got a sweet salvation and it's beautiful
I've got a heart overflowing

'Cause I've been restored

(No) there ain't nothing gonna steal my joy
No there ain't nothing gonna steal my joy
Verse 2

When the valleys that | wander

Turn to mountains that | can't climb

Oh You are with me You never leave me

The Doxology (sung a capella)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen!

Sending
L:  Please read the sending with me.

Wedgeworth, Hulse, Williams

Pre-Chorus

(Oh 'cause) There ain't nothing

There ain't nothing gonna steal my joy
Bridge

Clap your hands and stomp your feet

'Til you find that gospel beat

'Cause He's all you'll ever need

All'you'll ever need

Clap your hands and stomp your feet

Til you find that gospel beat

'Cause He's all you'll ever need

All'you'll ever need

Interlude

I've got an old church choir singing in my soul
I've got a sweet salvation and it's beautiful
Ending

Oh there ain't nothing gonna steal my joy

L:  Go in peace and share Cross and Crown’s mission with the world.

C: Following Jesus, loving and serving all!
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