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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

Prelude
America the Beautiful                                                                                                                                arr. Carter

Confession
P:     Compassionate God,
C:    we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
        your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
        to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
P:     Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
        give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
        Rest in God’s love.
C:    Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Refrain
We sing God is so good
God is so good, God is so good
He's so good to me

Trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit to unite this broken world, let us pray for the needs of all
creation, kneeling, sitting, or standing as you are able.

God of mercy, you call your church to a life filled with acts of grace and mercy. Nourish us so we can
proclaim your hope to the world, offer welcome, and proclaim your peace. Give us courage to love
our neighbors as you have loved us, especially those who are hurting, forgotten, or in need. Through
our words and actions, make us instruments of your healing and reconciliation.

Worship Song
Way Maker                                                                                                                                              Egbu

Verse 1
You are here moving in our midst
I worship You, I worship You
You are here working in this place
I worship You, I worship You
Chorus
(You are) Way Maker Miracle Worker Promise Keeper
Light in the darkness my God that is who You are
Verse 2
You are here touching ev'ry heart
I worship You, I worship You
You are here healing ev'ry heart
I worship You, I worship You

Verse 3
You are here turning lives around
I worship You, I worship You
You are here mending ev'ry heart
I worship You yeah I worship You Lord
Tag
That is who You are
That is who You are
That is who You are
That is who You are
Bridge
Even when I don't see it You're working
Even when I don't feel it You're working
You never stop, You never stop working
You never stop, You never stop working



This Week's Story: The Creation Story
Icebreaker Question: Which is cooler, the 
                            Rainforest or the desert?

C & C
KidsKids
Pre-K though 3rd Grade

(Children may head out for C&C Kids) 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:     The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:    And also with you. 

Welcome Home and Announcements (See back page for additional announcements.)

God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war and conflict,
bring hope to places devastated by destruction, and sustain those who advocate for peace. You call
us to act justly and love mercy. Give us strength to be your voice in a broken world.  And we sing…

Refrain

God of healing, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disabilities. Comfort those
experiencing any sort of illness or suffering, especially those on our congregational prayer list and
those we name aloud at this time… 

God of Us All, we give you thanks for the blessings of this nation as we mark the Fourth of July and
celebrate 250 years of the United States, remembering that every good gift comes from you alone.
Shape us to be a people who seek justice, love mercy, welcome our neighbors, and work for the
flourishing of all, especially those who are forgotten, oppressed, or in need. Remind us that our
deepest identity is found not in any earthly nation but in our baptism into Christ, who calls us to be
ambassadors of reconciliation and peace. Bless our leaders, our communities, and your Church,
that together we may bear witness to your steadfast love and serve the world with humility,
courage, and hope.

We lift these prayers to you, trusting you hear our hearts and walk with us on this journey through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. We sing our Amen.

(We now invite you to speak aloud the names of those for whom you are praying.)

THE WORD
Zechariah 9:9-12
 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!9

 Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
 See, your king comes to you;
 triumphant and victorious is he,
 humble and riding on a donkey,
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim10

 and the war horse from Jerusalem;
 and the battle bow shall be cut off,
 and he shall command peace to the nations;
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea
 and from the River to the ends of the earth.

 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,11



L:    The Word of the Lord.
C:    Thanks be to God.

(Please be seated)

Sermon                                                                                                      Pastor Melody Simpkins

THANKSGIVING
Anthem                                                                                                                           

This is My Song                                                                                                                              Finlandia
This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. But other
lands have sunlight too, and clover, and skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
So hear my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for their land and for mine.
(Congregation, please join)
This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s kingdoms, your kingdom come; on earth your will be
done.O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, and hearts united learn to live as one.
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; myself I give you, let your will be done. 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;12

 today I declare that I will restore to you double.

P:     The Word of the Lord.
C:     Thanks be to God.

 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’;  the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

18 19

 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;  yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

25

26

27

 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will

find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

28

29

30

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:]  “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

16

 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;17

 we wailed, and you did not mourn.’



Statement of Belief
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus  Christ, God’s
only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day,
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Holy Communion is a celebration of Christ’s love, shared through His body and blood. If you're hungry for His presence,
this meal is for you! We commune by taking a piece of bread and dipping it into wine or grape juice. Need grape juice
or gluten-free options? No problem—the assistant will gladly help you out. Kids are welcome, too! Just let the assistant
know if your child will be receiving Communion or would prefer a special blessing. We’re so glad you’re here—let’s share
this joyful moment together!

Come to the Table-- Everyone’s Invited!
COMMUNION

Words of Institution
P:     Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:

Offertory Hymn
182      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                                                                                               Hillert 



Welcome to the Table
P:     Come now and feast on the gifts of God for the people of God. 
C:     Thanks be to God.

Lamb of God
(Please be seated)

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who
trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
 and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

OR

Our Father, who is of heaven,
Holy is your name

Your kingdom come
Your will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us today our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation 

and deliver us from evil
For yours is the kingdom

And the power, and the glory 
now and forever, Amen. 



Benediction 
P:      Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C:     Amen.

Sending Song
This is Amazing Grace                                                                                                      Wickham, Riddle, Farro
Verse 1
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
The King of Glory the King above all kings
Verse 2
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder
The King of Glory the King above all kings
Chorus
(Yeah) (Oh) This is amazing grace
This is unfailing love
That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life
That I would be set free
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me

Verse 3
Who brings our chaos back into order
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory the King of Glory
Verse 4
Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
The King of Glory the King above all kings
Bridge
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Worthy worthy worthy

The Blessing 
P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in God’s grace. 
C:    Amen.

Communion Song

Chorus
Your heart won't stop coming after me
Your heart won't stop coming after me
Your heart won't stop coming after coming after me
Verse 2
There is not an angel of the stars
There is not a devil in the dark
Oh nothing that could change the way You are
The love You have for me

Heart Won’t Stop                                                                                                           McMillan                       

Verse 1
There is not a man or a beast
Nothing on the land or underneath
Oh nothing that could ever come between
The love You have for me
Pre-Chorus
I could lay my head in sheol
I could make my bed
At the bottom of the darkness deep
Oh but there is not a place I could escape You

Distribution of Holy Communion



Sending
L:     Together we say our mission statement:
C:    Following Jesus, loving and serving all!
L:     Now, go and live it out!
C:    Thanks be to God!

The Doxology (sung a capella)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen!
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